
Cooperation is key
For YEP crews, teamwork is vital 
for the successful completion of 
projects, so on Monday afternoon 
YEP teens got to build on their 
teamwork skills through a series 
of teambuilding exercises at the 
Bureau of Land Management’s 
Campbell Creek Science Center.  
BLM employees led the crews 
through challenges that required 
teens to utilize both their brawn 
and brain, and challenged their 
communication skills.  All challenges 
were met with enthusiasm and 
YEP crews finished off Monday by 
successfully completing all of the 
challenges.

To Contact YEP:
C. Allen Truitt, Program Manager

907.343.4504
Truittca@muni.org

Ross Williams, Field Educator
Williamsro@muni.org

Youth Employment
in Parks

Week of June 29

Government and Environment 
This week’s YEP Education Day began with a discussion related to the 
journal question of the week. The the question this week was “What 
is the difference between conservation and preservation, and what role 
do public lands play in both?”  YEP teens showed terrific insight into the 
topic. Following a lively discussion, the crews revisited the role of the 
federal government in providing environmental regulation, via the story 
of the Love Canal poisonings of the late sixties.

Salmon of Alaska
The importance of salmon in 
Alaska, from both economic and 
ecological standpoints, cannot be 
understated. Monday, YEP crews 
spent the morning exploring the 
lives of our fishy friends.  Along 
the banks of Campbell Creek in Far 
North Bicentennial Park, YEP crews 
participated in activities aimed at 
providing a better understanding 
of this keystone species. Crews 
explored the life-stages of salmon, 
the natural and man-made hazards 
that confront them on their journey 
from egg to spawning adult, and the 
immense impact of the commercial 
salmon industry in Alaska.



Park Fix-Its
for more information, visit

anchorageparkfoundation.org/programs.

Park Fix-Its are a great opportunity 
for YEP members to log volunteer 

hours for the Civic Engagement 
Contest!

Arctic Benson Park:     July 12
         Pop Carr Park:     July 19

Anchorage Park Foundation www.anchorageparkfoundation.org

A Week in the Woods

YEP Crews worked 
hard to clear 

brush and drain 
puddles on the 

Hilltop singletrack 
trails, enduring 

nasty weather and 
exhausting hikes.

Hilltop Singletrack Trails
While this week brought us rain 
and unpleasant weather, YEP crews 
showed perseverence at the Hilltop 
Singletrack Bike Trails on the south 
side of Far North Bicentennial  Park. 
Crew members trimmed back sight-
lines so mountain bikers can safely 
see around corners for other bikers, 
moose and bear. The crew learned 
about the importance of proper trail 
drainage and drainage techniques 
before building new drainage to keep 
the trails dry and sustainable. Grab 
your bike this weekend and check out 
their work!



Week 0 May 27-30 
Orientation and First Aid/CPR certification

Week 1 June 3-7 
Training week. Crews learned about the 

program and recieve training 
on trail building & safety.

Week 2 June 9-13
Campbell Creek Stream bank restoration, 

Campbell Creek Estuary Trails
Week 3 June 16-20 

Beach restoration, Trail Enhancements
 at Little Campbell Lake

Week 4 & 5 June 23-July 3 
Soft Surface Trail improvements at Far North 

Bicentennial Park
Week 6 & 7 July 7-18 

Equestrian trail improvements 
at Ruth Arcand Park
Week 8 July 21-25 

New soft surface trail at Moen Park
Week 9 July 28- August 1 

Vegetation maintenance on the 
Chester Creek Trail

Week 10 August 4-7 
Mentorship week where the crew members 

will explore career & educational 
opportunities for successful futures.

Little Campbell Lake Fix-it
Saturday, June 28

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Come to Little Campbell Lake, last week’s YEP Project site, at 9 AM 
tomorrow to see the improvements and contribute!

Anchorage Parks & Recreation Department www.Muni.org

YEP Summer Project Schedule
Work Day Checklist

Crew members: each day, 
Before heading out the 
door, make sure you have 
everything you need!

___Packed Lunch
___Water
___YEP T-shirt
___Work boots
___Sturdy work pants
___Work gloves
___Safety glasses
___Hard hat
___Rain gear
___Warm layer
___Municipality ID
___Positive attitude!

SCA Crew
The SCA YEP Alumni Crew worked 
with professional trail builders this 
week to build a brand new 75-foot 
boardwalk on the Black Bear Trail 
in Far North Bicentennial Park. The 
boardwalk covers a muddy low lying 
area of the trail. Runners and hikers 
who commonly use the trail have              
expressed their gratitude to the crew.

Abdi (Abdirahman Mohamed Ismail Abdi) is crew 
member of the week. Congratulations, Abdi!
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Journal Assignment of the Week
YEP Crew: Don’t forget to write in your journal and drop it off 
at the chalet! The questions will be posted on the whiteboard.

Crew Members
Monday  8:30-4:30
Tuesday  8:30-4:30
Wednesday 8:30-4:30
Thursday 8:30-4:30
Friday  Holiday

Each day starts and ends at Russian Jack Springs Park chalet,
unless otherwise specified.

Sr Crew Members
Monday  8:30-5
Tuesday  8:30-5
Wednesday 8:30-5
Thursday 8:30-5
Friday  Holiday

Crew Leaders
Monday  8:30-5
Tuesday  8:30-5
Wednesday 8:30-5
Thursday 8:30-5
Friday  Holiday

Commuter Challenge
Current leaders of the Commuter 
Challenge are Eddie and Adriana! Don’t 
forget to mark all of your trips on the 
chart in the chalet any time you walk, 
ride a bike our take the bus to work.

Tour of Anchorage Trail
Next week YEP crews will work on 
drainage and  tread improvement on 
the Tour of Anchorage trail in Far North 
Bicentennial Park.

Independence Day
Friday July 4th is an unpaid holiday for 
the YEP crew. Make a trip, have a BBQ. 
Happy Birthday USA!

Letters to the Editor
YEP crew members Cecilia Karoly 
Lister, Emilie Mabeus, Amber Shetter, 
Ryan Garner, and Kong Lo wrote letters 
to the editor that got published in the 
Anchorage Daily News on June 25. 
Check the paper or ADN website to 
read them!

Weekly Work Schedule
* Hours are projected but subject to change

More About YEP
The Youth Employment in Parks 
program is a cooperative effort 
between Anchorage Park Foundation, 
a non-profit organization dedicated 
to coordinating people and resources 
to improve Anchorage’s parks, and 
the Municipality of Anchorage. APF 
and the Municipality, while separate 
entities, often work closely together to 
accomplish these goals.
YEP would not be possible without its 
many sponsors and supporters. Please 
visit anchorageparkfoundation.org/
programs/youth-employment-parks/
yeppartners!

Video Blog
Videos will be posted weekly, featuring YEP crew and staff. Subscribe to 
the APF youtube channel and check up on the YEP facebook regularly 
to make sure you don’t miss any of the posts! You can find the YEP 
facebook at facebook.com/yepanc. We encourage you to share our 
posts on your own facebook as well!


